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THIS iS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X11 1, Populoations-ligrotion and Tousings 


ae Reconstruction of villares and buildings in Finnish Lapplond began as 
soon as tho war ended and has procecded so rapidly that Lappland has 
now reached the housing level of tho othox Pinnish provinces, Notable 
progress has also boen mado in cloaring arable land. In addition to 
rostoration of waredanaged buildings, an extensive progran of naw 
construction is under way. All buildings are of pormanent construc« 
tion and modern desipn. As an incentive to quick rebuilding, the 
Munish government granted full componsation for buildings destroyed 
or darn ged during the wor, subsidized new construction and land» 
glearing, and placed building materials, blueprints ond export con- 
asultants "at tho disposal of the population. 


b. Tho formor rosidents of Salla and Ruclajdrvi have oll moved within the 
new Finnish border. lost of thom have established homes just inside 
the border, although sone have sottled along the road toverd Keni jérvi 
and others on tho Lower hiphwoy from Savulkeski to Pelkosennieni. Tho 
buildings ere spaced closo together, particularly in the productive 
river valley south of Pelkosennieni. In the north, the Pimish rosi- 
dontsa of Potsamo and the Russian Skolte Lapps have also moved within 
the now Pinnish border, The Potsano linus have sottled at Inari and 
on the Tana River. The Skolte Lapps are now eacanped north of Inori. 
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Population--Political _Synpathios 
The percentage of Communists in Lappland is slightly higher than the por« 
cerntare in Finland as a wholo, Political aff iliation of i4esdes norbers 
fron the orovinco of Lappland iss 


Acrarian Party eeeeous cee a nak 
Goalition Party covveeserevend 
Sociol Denocratic Party. eseced 
Denooratic Union (SXDL} ».ee2 
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As oxpressed in Rigsdag membership, therefore, 25 percont of the Lappland 
vot: is Commmist, compared with 19 percent for all of Finland. 

25X1 L_______] general opinion in Lappland is thet an election at 
this time vould shey gains for the Social Democrats at the axpense of the 


Cem mnists. eee the Lappland Communists 
25X1 are, of coursé, SJOvViet Synpathiaers, they do not nocessarily rogard willm 


ingness to accept the Soviet way of life as a corollary te sympathy with 
25X1 Sovist theory. The population of Salla is mentioned as an example of this 

difverentiation betwoen theory and action. <A largo percentage of the Salla 
25X1 Finns are Soviet sympathizers, but the entire tom moved into Finland vhon 


tho border was changed. as most of the Lappland 
Communists, including those Salla, would react to an waprovolred Soviet 


invasion as Pinns rather than as Communists, and would fight for their 
Finnish homes. (This does not, of course, apply to the loscow-educated 
"Barricade" Communists.) 


Se The Salia Rad ivay. 


Regular rail traffic does not go east of Keni jirvi. Thore is no railway 

bricca over the lake in surmer, and in winter tomporary rails are laid 

acress the ice. During the summer, cargo is taken oround Lake Keni on a 
25X1  12—son truck and then relonded for rail travel. 

the Komijarvi-Salla railway hes an inprovised look, with a roadbed that 

is apparently made of Loose pravel for lone stretches. Lost of the bridges 

between Konijirvi and the Soviet border are suall, At the time of this 

report they aro not in usable condition and no repair work is under way. 
yopair and extension of the railway would be conparatively 
SimlLe Dechnse OF foological conditions in the areas 
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Leo Border Guard » 


a. Tho border guard is commanded by Col. Pennanen (fn), with staff head- 
quarters at Rovaniemi. (Col. Permanen was a lieutenant, in charge of 
the conpany defending the Petsamo area in 1939-40, and is regordsd as 
one of tho great heroes of the Winter War.) The border guard under 
Col. Pennanen consists of four companies, each made up of 1 company 
commander with the rank of major or captain, 4 officers, 20 non . 
commissioned officors and 100 onlisted men, popularly called "frontier 
hunters." Each company is divided into 10 guard units and a company 
staff, Tho Pour companies cuard the following areass 


Company I: TQ at Kenijirvi, Responsible for eastern border, 

Company 2: UQ eat Ivalo. Responsible for northern border facing UTR 
and Uorway'. 

Gonpany 6: TQ at Tmonio., Respovusible Por northern border facing 
Norway, and western border facing Sweden from northern 
linit to Kolarie 

Gompany 4; I1Q at Yliternio, Eesponsible fox Swedish border to Tornic, 


This organization of the bordoy puard was put into effeet in 1949, ond 
represents a changa of emphasis: Until tho resignetion of Yrjjo Leino 
as linister of the Interior, the USSR border was guarded sonevhat hap» 
hazardly and the Swedish border more strictly. 


hb, Soviet sympathizers anong the permanontly-enployed border guard pere 
somel are being transferred out of tho border area as rapidly as 
peoasible, Cited as an exemple is tho transfer on 1 August 1949 of the 
somuander of Company 2 fraa Ivalo to a less critical post. 


cg Bowler=~uard recruits are given the same basic training as military 


roeruits, This is followed ty furthor training in classes held twice 
a year (winter and summer) by each border-guard company. The officer 
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posts are much sought aftor because pay and housing are good and the 
activity of eoch officer is more or less independent. [orale and 
discipline arc good, and seem to be wmaftfected by the monotomy of 

puard duty. The source romarks that tho individual, independent nature 
of the guard assignments, carried out in solitude, seems peculiarly 
suited to the Finnish temperanent. 


The Vinnish nilitery authorities in Lappland have announced that all road~ 
building of any ind will be reported in Rovaniemi, P eoeieen Sanomat and 
other local newspapers. This step was taken as a means of quelling rumors 
that roads, airfields and/or fortifications were to be built at Soviet re~ 
quest. 


So Vortifications. 


In 1040“L941, fortifications wore built at lAridjdrvi, Juotsijarvi and 
Savulkoski for the Furena Brigade, which was responsible for the entire 
Sovict frontier of Pinnish Lappland. (The main forces of the Drigode 
25X11 were stavloncd ucar Fort j2ivi.) These fortifications are still usable, 
and still equipped with tani traps and berbed-ewire barriers. Tho lMilyide 


25X1 jievi Lortifications are nostly of concrete construction. 
there are rumors along the Swedish border of new fortifications, 
25X11 no such construction has been observed. the 
runors have arison because of the building which has beon under way or the 
25X1 past two years on the eastern bank of Torne River. This included barracks 


for three border=-cuard companies, built about 7 kiloneters south of 
Ylitornio im 1048 and put into use early in 1949, 


7. Finnish Lappland as a Uilitary Factor. 


& The only aicfilelds in use in Finnish Lappland are those at Kemi and 
5X4 Rovanieni. [_—~—“‘C™SCdU@® Rovanio=i. FL01d is to be one 
larged, and that the solid ground here will make possible tho addition 
of runways for heavy planes, This could bo done at Kemi and Ivale as. 
25X14 wall, The pebble surface of tho watershed in this part of Tinlend (| 


ee possible the construction of good air» 
fLrelds within a rolatively short time. Northern Pinlend offers possib- 


25X1 ilities for airfield construction that are not equalled in northern 
Worwey (mountain terrain), northern Soviet Karelia (numorcus bogs and 


25X1 lakes) or northern Sweden, ee ai experts con= 
firm his opinion that modern nechanical eyulpment plus natural conditions 
would make it possible to complete a considerable oirebase aren in 


Finland within one month. 


be Weither roads nor torrain would present great difficulty if the Soviets 
should decide upon a sudden invasion of Pinlond by way of Savulrosii+ 
iArkéjdrvi, Keni jdevi or Ivalo. Organized opposition to an invasion in 
this area would probebly bo om too small a scale to stop a strong 
invading foree, ani tho Soviet authorities aro bolieved to know enough 
of the local torrain to enable Soviet rorces to operate between tha 
woods, The Pimish nilitery authorities are said to be fully aware that 
the wastes of north Finland present excellent conditions for effective 
parsisan warfare, in contrast to the less favorable conditions in 
southorn Finland o 
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